
 THE ORDER FOR 

        HOLY COMMUNION 
for the 6th Sunday of Easter 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
THE GATHERING 
  

 

 The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
  
 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
   

All  Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

  
 

   

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 
 Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
 Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
 and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

 
  

All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.     Amen.  

  

 

 



Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
All  Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
  

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
  
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

  

 
 

 The Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter: 
 
 

God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness  
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 
 
READINGS 
 



 
The First Reading: Acts 17. 22-31 
 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, 
I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he 
who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served 
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that 
they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far 
from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own 
poets have said, 
“For we too are his offspring.”  
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human 
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 

 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
    The Second Reading: 1 Peter 3: 13 - end 
 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands 
from you an account of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 
Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s 
will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times 
did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
 

GOSPEL READING 
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 



‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, 
and he will be in you.  

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, 
but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those 
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 All Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

 

Sermon 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

  
 Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 
  

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,   
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 
  
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 
  

This is the faith of the Church. 
All  This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    Amen. 

   
  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (led by Jan Nafzger) 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world and let us thank God for his goodness. 

  
The prayers include the response: 
 
 Lord, in your mercy 

All  hear our prayer. 
  
 
The prayers end with: 
 
Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 



 THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
The Peace 

 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
      and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 All and also with you. 
 
 
 
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
  

 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,  
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

All  Blessed be God for ever. 
  
 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,  
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All  Blessed be God for ever. 
   

 

 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
        The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
  
          It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
 



And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

  
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

All  Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

  
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
  



by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
  
All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.    Amen. 

 
 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

  

 

All  Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

 Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

 Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 

  

 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

All Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

 through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  

 

 THE DISMISSAL 
 
Blessing: 

The God of peace, 
Who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen.  
  
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.  


